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Prague Tightens Grip. 
On Liberal Intellectuals 


By Michael Dobb ei 
cad: 


 Spectal t¢ bbe Washington: Past -} - 


ie, 


. nonconformist.” un é : 
movement to flourish in: Czechoslovakia.:- 7 Publication. ‘py the” Reich: Publishing 

Grusa‘is one of more. than: 100 Cze-.° Company in’. Liicerné,,.. Switz witzerland, 
choslovak writers whose works have — a ; 
‘ peen blacklisted b¥ ‘the authorities: we >’ the letter continues ; 
‘since suppression inst. Padlock Press | 


_-. Instead,’ they have ‘¢ 
works. sa an Jigen alae peor 
tion. popularly, known... as- adlock.’ 
Press, an underground publishing sys-: 

‘tem which has issued nearly: 150 new 
titles during the past four years, some: 

of them in hard bindings... 

“A eéording to’ the letter, ‘G 

another Padlock: member arrested tor 


manuscripts, . face cr " 
“that carry a penalty from six 
to three years in prison..- : 
-_” The letter was-signed by.. ‘Czechoslo- 
| vakia’s: pest-known' literary* figures, *in- 
cluding: Vaclav Havel; Pavel. Kohu 
- LudvikVaculik and Ivan ‘Klima, 
“Until last: week,’ Padlock Press: was. 
’, quietly tolerated ,by.-the Czechoslovak. 7 
|. authorities—éven: though. § activities: 
- were viewed. with eorsiderable ‘dis: 4 


* may:, Now, claim’, the’ signatories, the... 
" government: ;, “has -overstepped - ithe 
 thus-far- quietly: respected; dividing. 5 
| -Jine between political activities” which: 
; number’ of: writers: have *been. in-” 
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